





Editorial

After the success and the positive impact

left by its first edition in 2019, the Rural
Encounters on Environment and

Films- REEF returns in 2020 addressing

the challenges imposed on us all this year.

In this second edition, REEF will cover the
unavoidable topics of Covid-19, nature’s
generosity in times of economic crisis, and
saving the Bisri Valley against the construction
of a controversial dam.

We would have loved to launch REEF 2020
in the historical silk factory in Kobayat and
to hold open air screenings, conferences,
environmental activities and to start off the
year long training “Eating From Nature ”
through a Foraging day. However, the spread
of Covid-19 in Kobayat forbids all sorts of
gatherings, which pushed us to amend the
festival's path towards a virtual launch from
the silk factory as well as an online film
program streaming on “AFLAMUNA" in
addition to physical events in Bisri.

REEF's short films competition for this year
was themed after the impact of COVID-19 on
our lives and on nature. The 20 selected films
will be available online on
“Aflamuna.online” and will be open for
public voting. The winners will be announced
in a closing ceremony to be held at Beirut DC
offices.

AFLAMUNA's online platform will also
feature a series of films tackling three major
themes: Portraits of Rural Lives, Land is
political, and Rethinking the world.

“Eating From Nature” project will be
postponed till after the Covid-19 wave
recedes, possibly towards the end of this year.
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The Fox

The Mascot of REEF 2020

Foxes are wild animals that are very curious
creatures and play key roles in our Lebanese
environments. Despite the fact that many
people kill them, whether to protect their
herds or just for the fun of killing, these
animals are important on many levels by
controlling populations of some human pests
like rodents and snakes. They disperse seeds
as they feed on fruits and give us a clean-

up service of discarded foods. Surprisingly
this year, foxes like the rest of wildlife have
increased, so if found in nature just stand still,
look them in the eyes and in seconds they'll
approach you to become friends.

T.T. cay olaygo joy

ol b Blail dpll Slilganll ji8T oo Lgigh
vasasll lgic pwiis Wguas Cilledll pis
cawilly o anllll by (e Sblallg
Jans 8 ol Jiall dsio spaal caleill Jids o
Lailssg Glomll 1am Jlaa ail jue wolehall dlaa
g geuhll pjlgill (e awely (3l jgallig
o093l gjoi né wonleilly ya)lgall daslie
sy puiiill 6 dosbuallg dgslall JS1 sy
slalaoll dosh il CitbAa Go deudll cagdhii
lam slacl i85 (o (o diandl oim dulayl
oyl caliay ol TS cae (sallg Juaall plouall
oo arise a ayl] il dlall na ay Cyaill o)
olwaig wlio ciyiapu , Ila Jaiil didlac o9

clasal




Hll Joso

g pire Golill opall palgl sio dahiall (s xilll ducluall plleall Go 13alg Josall 3o B
S el pall qiiy sl jall sgs duyig cagill dclyj ymsji cuild 31 qualall gpall caniio
2949 Siluall Gl byl s soinnld ggaibul ll Sgai ol (ll peess JII sgsi ailo
ditli 5o e 8jglaall Cidsic na Gl Gulase Livilg aslhi giigy Jazall jghg diilus o
sall jogh sio Luia s poul diyse Ll puaill pasasell il dloil sgal Josall piil (JUal
Jaso ] ualall ojall cauaiio (né Jasall Joaig jall 95 dnjig Jigill dcl)j Cumalyi pelial
[jgduiro azuag (sl dasly gyl spdl (l 1380 dlall cdaiil . Josll Go WS casgiy ol Jud Cuj
a1y olygo dpai a

The Silk Factory

The Silk Factory in Kobayat was one of the leading factories since the late 18th century with

the flourishing of silkworms . It started as a small business owned by “Faraoun” Family until the
beginning of the 19th Century when “Alesandro Cassini” an Italian surgeon from Rome marries
a lady from Kobayat and buys the factory from “Faraoun”, upgrades it and opens 2 others in
Andaket. His factories produced some of the finest and highest quality natural silk which used
to be directly exported to Lyon, France.

In the mid-20th Century, artificial silk took the lead and natural silk started to fade away. Fifteen
years ago, Mr. Elie Hakme bought the factory and has now graciously offered it to be used for

REEF festival.
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Once Upon A Time In Venezuela

— Anabel Rodriguez Rios

Venezuelan with Arabic and English subtitles

Screening:
Bisri; Pine Forest
Friday 9 Oct -
8pm

Available on Aflamuna.online
15 - 21 Oct 2020 // Lebanon only

Once upon a time, the Venezuelan village of
Congo Mirador, was prosperous, alive with
fishermen and poets. In recent years, it has
decayed and disintegrated, rotting beneath
pollution and neglect - a small but prophetic
reflection of Venezuela itself.

At the center of the village’s existential fight
for survival stand two female leaders—
Mrs. Tamara, the Chavista government
coordinator of the village, and Natalie, a
teacher and opponent of Mrs. Tamara and
her state-approved practices of bribery

and intimidation. As the national elections
approach, fear within the community extends
as the villagers’ homes are vanishing into
the sedimentation water with no means of
surviving elsewhere.

Director Anabel Rodriguez Rios’s striking and

mournful ode to her country bears first-hand

witness to the consequences of government

corruption, while capturing the resilient spirit
of those most directly affected by Venezuela’s
profound economic and political crises.

Documentary - Venezuela // 2020 - 79' // iligjia - pnailig
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REEF from Bisri
9 - 10 - 11 October 2020

REEF welcomes a seminar by Legal Agenda
and Save The Bisri Valley entitled:
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The Bisri Valley Victory... What Next?

With Nizar Saghieh, lawyer and executive
director of the Legal Agenda: The significance
and implications of the Bisri Valley victory

With Dr. Myrna Haber, natural resources
expert: Bisri, The unique agricultural treasure

With Bashar Abdel Samad, architect and
urban planner: Thoughts on the Bisri Valley's
future

The seminar will be held at 5 PM on Saturday,
10 October 2020 in the Bisri Valley's pine
forest.

The seminar will be followed by the screening
of “The Land” by Moe Sabbah and a
discussion attended by environmental parties.
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REEF from Bisri
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The Land

— Mohammad Sabbah

Avrabic with English subtitles

Screening:
Bisri; Pine Forest
Saturday 10 Oct.

5pm

Available on Aflamuna.online
15 - 21 Oct 2020 // Worldwide

“The Land” documents the uprising of

the people of Bisri and activists from all of
Lebanon against the construction of the
dangerous dam leading up to the Bisri Valley’s
liberation. Farmers and shepherds discuss their
fears of losing the land and their intimate
relationship with it. It also presents the
project’s seismic and geological dangers, its
futility, the conflicts of interests surrounding
its construction, and its destruction of a rich
and significant area in every respect.

Short Documentary - Lebanon // 2020 - 25" // ol - jad (naili
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REEF from Bisri
9 - 10 - 11 October 2020

Bisri Valley - Hiking

Hiking 1
10th of October
(Long distance hike, difficult, 3 hours at least)

The march starts from Mazraat El Chouf on
the roman Maabour road towards the valley,
and passes through the roman bridges and
agricultural fields. Then we continue the
march on the riverbanks towards the roman
temple where we visit the roman pillars and
secret cellars to finally reach the Bisri pine
forest.

REEF from Bisri
9 - 10 - 11 October 2020

Hiking 2
71th of October
Medium distance hike (within the Valley)

The march starts from the pine forest near
the riverbank and heads towards Mar Moussa
Church and archeological cellars at Saint
Sophia Convent. We will either cross the river
or head for the church from the heart of the
Bisri village or passing by the main road)
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“Save The Bisri Valley”
Campaign

Founded in 2018, the Save the Bisri Valley
campaign aims to stop the World Bank-
funded Bisri Dam project which, if executed,
would destroy a vast natural and agricultural
area and dismantle tens of historical sites.
The project would also be built on top of an
active seismic fault, posing risks of reservoir-
induced earthquakes. The campaign has
adopted a three-fold strategy: 1) mobilizing
public opinion, 2) putting pressure on the
government to abort the project and adopt
alternative solutions for water, and 3) putting
pressure on the World Bank to withdraw their
financing for the project. To this end, the
campaign has implemented diverse tools of
action including lobbying, negotiation, media,
litigation, scientific research and on-the-
ground direct action.
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Food from nature

Food from nature or “Sleeq”

is a Lebanese Heritage that is
on the line of extinction. Our
grandmothers and mothers

are the experts in foraging
these wild vegetables. They
were included in our diet and
kitchen’s key ingredients. These
foods are highly nutritious because they are
from nature, grown alone and not polluted

by pesticides and preservatives they also
contain vitamins and minerals from the soil.
This heritage is fading away, however, the
Council of Environment will shed light on it by
renewing it through a one year workshop that
will be launched during REEF 2020.
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REEF FILM PROGRAM ON AFLAMUNA.ONLINE udc ayy pilai aolip

20 Short Films on COVID-19  19-314g8 Jugpra (¢ luad lalia 20

The COVID-19 pandemic and the ensuing
crisis pushed us all to re-think our entire
perception of the world and, specifically, our
relationship to the environment and to nature.
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We launched a competition for Lebanese
youth and asked them to create short films
translating their emotions and reflections on
the crisis.

Twenty films were selected. A jury composed
of singer Rima Khcheich, actress Carole
Abboud and filmmaker Ahmad Ghossein will
award two prizes and a third award will be
granted by the public. Please vote here until
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October 14th.

Available on
Aflamuna
8 - 21 Oct - WorldWide

Vote for your favorite
short film before Oct 14
on aflamuna.online
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Jury Members

Carole Abboud

Carole is a Lebanese actress and film
producer. She featured in several theater
plays and films shown worldwide. In 2011,
she opened her own production company,
‘c.cam production’. Some of the films she
produced: ‘Guardians Of Time Lost’ by
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2017, Best Documentary at Queer Lisboa and

Hamburg Queer Festival 2018). (Hamburg Queer Festivalg Queer Lisboa

Rima Khcheich

Rima Khcheich is fast becoming one of
the most sought after singers of classical
Arab songs. She is acknowledged both for
the exquisite beauty of her voice and her

profound knowledge of both traditional
and modern Arab repertoires.Rima has U0 )94 | ‘OLDI Loy Qu'ujlg

performed live in the most prestigious concert halls il caliso e (acn|
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Ahmad Ghossein

Ahmad Ghossein is an artist and
filmmaker. His practice utilizes a number
of media, including video art, installation,
art in public spaces and photographs and
film.

Ghossein’s work has been exhibited and
screened around the world, from the Museum of

Modern Art (MoMa), Sharjah Biennale 10 and 12, J$}°9 20129 2010 as)Lal ‘J‘JL“-'9 <ljgugui
Center Pompidou in Paris, Cannes Film Festival to Julaipudl o8 UL?}G-D? Q“—-UL! (oall 9apogy
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20 Short Films on COVID-19 - Competition

Available on Aflamuna 8 - 21 Oct - WorldWide

A Dead Planet Lebanon // 5" - 2020 // il

Rafi Tannous
English with Arabic subtitles

After 65 years of barred lockdown
relaxation, a young struggling man
determined to risk his journey striving
to ensure a life-long hope memorial.
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A Rotten Seed —————— Syria - Lebanon // 5’ - 2020 // ;i - byguw
Ahmed AlShawa

English with Arabic subtitles

Andre, is a Brazilian man in his early
50s, he has his own philosophy of
life, comes to Lebanon to rescue his
financially distressed father, due to
the economic crisis. Andre faces many
difficulties and misfortunes, ending
up stuck in the Lebanese nature and
trying to deal with it.
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Vote for your
favorite short
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____ Baily's Beads __ film on — Lebanon /5’ - 2020 // i

. . aflamuna.online
Georgio Nassif
Avrabic with English subtitles

We are experiencing some sort of
confusion now. In these times, we
can't be out creating new memories
instead we drive back head first into
the old ones.
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____ Between the Devil and the Deep Blue Sea

Zeina Sfeir
Arabic with English subtitles

A Report on the TV took the director
on a trip inside her house, during
the lockdown to remember her late
parents.

Out of competition

Lebanon //6' - 2020 // i) ———— HpE gubual
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Buried feet’s under, a revolution
begins when humans attempt to
unlock down, unaware that they
brought about what they were for
ages incapable of.
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20 Short Films on COVID-19 - Competition

Available on Aflamuna 8 - 21 Oct - WorldWide

Cruise_19 Lebanon // 3' - 2020 // il 19_dlay
Rana Zeidan ol by

Arabic with English subtitles

“CRUISE_19" is a reflection of our
daily routine that has no specific
destination. A survival routine that

has definitely taken a new form after
COVID_19, we became quarantined in
a survival mode. Yes.. frustration did
grow bigger yet we became closer to
the truth of our lives where nature still
sits still to heal our souls.
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_____Isolation No 08-03-2020

Lebanon // 4" - 2020 // ol

Mourane Matar
Avrabic with English subtitles

This short movie depicts the image of
a boy, who hides inside his bedroom
while a pandemic takes over the
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Vote for your

favorite short

. film on

____ Limbo Lebanon /5" - 2020 // ol — NN Aoy }§ I
Rita Salame ol liy)
No Dialogue Cioba

Our lives are at a limbo on these
difficult days. We try getting through
our day to day routines, thus, our only
way to escape the riotous hell is the
limbo road which drives us to serenity.
The city is mankind’s creation,
full of crowded sights and
noisy surroundings but alive
with a rhythm. Humans can't
be productive, inspired and
free as in wide rural areas.
Therefore, in nature we find
God as for heaven.
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My Ordinary Life
Farah Alhashem

Avrabic & French with English subtitles

It is a chaotic film covering
conversations | had with items | use
daily. It is an existential philosophical
film that transcends beyond our daily
conversations. How a conversation
with a hand-gel transformed my
view of life. How | missed wearing
lipstick... It is a personal confession
towards my frustration as an artist

in Paris confined in a 32m2 space in
Montmartre. My only connection to
the world was 2 pigeons outside my
window and a peaceful tree. This film
was made in Paris when the only way
to communicate was through the
window.
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_ Needed Break

Ranime Chreim
Arabic with English subtitles

Despite the Covid-19 pandemic and
its negative impact on everyone, it led
to significant changes in the world of
agriculture as people’s reliance on this
sector increased as a source of income
and survival tool.

We also had a long and important
break from our daily lives and were
able to enjoy the beauty of mother
nature.

We now know the real
value of everything, and we
now understand our needs Vote for your
and appreciate those we favorite short
love and cherish. film on

aflamuna.online

_ Noor Taught Me
Hazar Al Zahr

Avrabic with English subtitles

This short film tells the story of a
child named Noor and his father
during lockdown at the village. The
Story is told through the eyes of the
father witnessing inspiring moments

Lebanon // 2" - 2020 // )il
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involving his young son during the .pugpall
pandemic.
_On the Edge Lebanon // 5" - 2020 // il Jiaig g

Nour Al Moujabber

Arabic with French & English subtitles

Jad, a fish out of water in his village
house, encounters while jogging
aman his age who
changes his perspective on
life after the pandemic
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______ Orchid & Iris
Khaled Taleb

Arabic with English subtitles

Iris and orchid are among the most
magnificent wild flowers, and the
environment in Akkar is characterized
by having the largest share of these
flowers in Lebanon. COVID19

crisis was an opportunity for me to
document more of these unique
flowers with Akkar trail team.

In this video | tell you the story that
| lived in my isolation with these
flowers; in the end | would say
“nature gave us a signal to go back
toit!”.
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Present

Rony Mkarzal

Arabic with English subtitles

The desires, hopes and dreams of a
couple is brought to light after their
life has stopped due to the COVID-19

pandemic
Vote for your
favorite short
film on
aflamuna.online
_ Quarantivox 3

Haidar El Saffar

Avrabic with English subtitles

Quarantivox, is a short experimental
film in collaboration with more than
27 artists from 15 cities around

the world capturing the sounds of
Quarantine.

Since many of us are staying home, |
decided to share a story with fellow
artists and creators from different
cities. COVID 19 might have made us
LISTEN to numerous hidden sounds
that our ears missed in the life we led
as busy consumer species.

The Word Quarantivox is a word
made for this experimental video that
defines the sound of the lockdown.
Quarantivox is a raw sound and image
experiment of what we're expressing
facing a ruthless smart virus.

Lebanon // 5" - 2020 // )il
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____Sobhan Al Khalek
Nouh Awada

Avrabic with English subtitles

Subhan Al-Khaleq is an elderly
woman who is over 85 years old,
after the spread of the Coronavirus,
she decided to go and live with her
daughter in the village of Anqun in
southern Lebanon. Subhan al-Khaleq
longs for her village Roumin and her
neighbor Umm Qasim, for she had
spent the first days of the corona
virus spread alongside her. Despite
this, Subhan Al-Khaleq finds that the
Corona virus had its positives, for it
united her with her son, who returned
to the village after a long absence.
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_____ The Break-Off Effect
Corrie Boustany

and Jad Sleiman
English with Arabic subtitles

Memories are like a film. But what
about the present... and
the future?

Vote for your
favorite short

film on
aflamuna.online

_ The Return

Youssef Khoueiry
Arabic with English subtitles

The film follows real events that took
place in response to the pandemic
with a family forced to leave the city
and return to their village house, a
house they have not visited for many
years, there in isolation a conversation
was initiated with nature questioning
silence from a mother who give

and take as she pleases without
interference or any concern for our
fate.

Lebanon // 4" - 2020 // ;)i
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____There's A Garden In My Bedroom

Wissam Tanios
Avrabic with English subtitles

Samir and Ziad are two brothers who
never felt connected to nature. As
the pandemic hits the world, their
perspective starts to shift.

Lebanon //5' - 2020 / yli) —— dadg lly dixia Um —
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_ With_Corona
Majd Abboud

Avrabic with English subtitles

Another form of life emerges during
the Covid-19 lockdown.

We address the way we are dealing
with this situation whether the
preventive measures are respected or
not among citizens through humor.

Lebanon // 6" - 2020 // ;i
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Portraits of Rural Lives

In rural spaces across the world, in times

of crisis, of economical struggle against
neoliberalism and depletion of opportunities,
in time of social and political struggle to
anchor one’s existence and identity: Who
leaves? Who stays? At what price?

From Lebanon, Algeria, Morocco, Palestine,
Iran, Kazakhstan, Macedonia and Italy, come
stories of unique women, men, children and
elderly people who are defying everything and
everyone, for the simple right to stay.

Available on Aflamuna.online 8-14 Oct 2020

Available on

Aflamuna
8-14 Oct 2020
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____ Beloved

Portraits of Rural Lives
Available on Aflamuna.online 8 - 14 Oct 2020

Yaser Talebi

Persian with Arabic and English subtitles

A documentary about the real life of
an 80-year-old woman who lives alone
in nature, however she’s strongly
fond of it.

It narrates the story of a kind and
loving mother who is brave and
strong enough to tackle the hardship
of rough years of her life but never
quits mother nature and her beloved!
Despite having masculine and tough
lifestyle, she is trying to make it
poetic.
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_____LaBataille Du Cédre __ poumentary - France

Laurent Sorcelle, Cécile Favie
French with Arabic and English subtitles

La bataille du cedre is a film about a
lifetime project of a Lebanese group
dedicated to save the famous cedar
forest of Becharreh. The film talks
about the environmental, historical
and cultural issues all around and
inside the cedar forest. It is also a
story about the strength of human
will, and what a determined person
is able to achieve in a country where
environmental issues are often
neglected.
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Portraits of Rural Lives

Available on Aflamuna.online 8 - 14 Oct 2020 Jodll Gupini 14 (] 8 (30 lindlal (sl yagio
) w <7
— My Father S Land — Short Documentary - Lebanon // 15" - 2016 // { iy - juas (pailip ——— Uu-' U'aJI E—
Muriel Aboulrouss wugdl ail Jujgo
Avrabic with English subtitles dyjplaill ] eajio gupe jlga
The elderly of Mazraat Bani Saab, a iaa (i degio (b Golaall cljliy

smgll wllage_ln north Lebanpn,_share ol Jlask 1 s dipd g
their memories and “last will” in this

film for the generations to come; a I.m Lf""' i‘éHi-'““PG—:“%JC'S'Q» r‘le-'L'Jﬁﬁ
message of love and loyalty to the clagg wun dlluy rdoslall Ja Il liall
land. pgv=yuil]
“When an old man dies, a library N P, . .
burns to the ground” (African S8 duiSo (< B)bc oo "—'9“1';)94‘ S
proverb) (aps] Jio) «gping
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Noci Sonanti (Siddharta) Documentary - Italy // 78" - 2019 // U] - naili (Liylaga) UU-'LIQ-”J u‘-'“-'9-'

Damiano Giacomelli, ool giliols
and Lorenzo Raponi Uiy 9juyglg
Italian with Arabic & English subtitles dujplaidllg dupell gl eajio dllaydl jlga
At the end of the '80s, in the hills of g gualall gpall go Slisileill dilgi sic
Cupramontana, Fabrizio (65 years (Lole 65) gujipla Guvl (Liliigolpgs Juli
old) founded the Sounding nutshells 148 dagas dejo na lio UMl gaill dlus
Tribe. Here, in an old farmhouse, he 093 (o dephll go @élite J&in Ginell

lawaiiuo daly diwg sl 005 Gog dipgd
ail3 suall o &l (nd wip oo JS
capo dns pliall o sop lale 30 ey
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decided to live in communion with
nature, without electricity and every
other comfort, hosting those who
want to share the same lifestyle.

Thirty years later, this film tells the @l Cauall pliodl phs 99 ey
story of summer between Fabrizio clelly caelll Gug 0allg go Ja auiigal
and his son Siddhartha (9), born 6lia Loguo go lguely il ellig dlyall
in the tribe. Siddhartha’s summer v capall guaai pesll Go dewlill (né
runs fast towards the fourth-grade LU'A-LAA.I Gh lg=o dlnsll jglall losa Jjio
exam, which he prepares as a private lang WS caliao 8L haj (sl pizug
individual with his father, between -0allg lguajay (il sclgall (o il

the games in the Tribe and those with
Sofia, a 9-year-old girl who spends the
summer at her grandfather’s house,
nearby the Tribe. With her, Siddhartha
sees and sometimes experiments a
totally different lifestyle and starts
questioning his father’s rules.
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Portraits of Rural Lives
Available on Aflamuna.online 8 - 14 Oct 2020
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_ Roshmia

Salim Abu Jabal

Avrabic with English subtitles

Hassan and Amneh Abu Fodah, an
elderly Palestinian refugee couple in
their eighties, in a final standoff with
the Israeli authorities to maintain
their lifestyle in Roshmia; the last
natural valley in Haifa. Yousef Hassan
has lived in a shack since 1956.

With his wife AmnaAbu Fouda, who
originally descents from the Gypsies of
Palestine, Both were exiled during the
Nakba in 1948.

They are alone in their eighties in what
seems to be a life of serenity; far away
from the loudness of modern life. Life
remains peaceful in Roshmia until the
Israeli authorities endorse a new road
project and order to confiscate their
land, destroy the shack, and forced
them to move out. In addition to the
physical displacement and despair
they are facing, Yousef and Amna are
about to go their separate ways.

Documentary - Palestine // 70" - 2016 // (uhuuls - ailig
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____ Samir In The Dust

|
\

Available on Aflamuna.online H
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Mohamed Ouzine
Avrabic with English subtitles

The film was made in the
surroundings of the cemetery of Sidi
Amr keeper of secrets. It is a small
cemetery in the valley separating
Algeria and Morocco. It was given
this name because it is the place
where Sidi Amr died at the beginning
of the 20th century. His body was
placed in a barracks looking like a
mausoleum that is not suitable for
his status. Families come asking for
his intercession, women looking for
husbands and a man seeking help
on a dangerous journey across the
Mediterranean.

Uil de b Ousine
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Portraits of Rural Lives
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_ Those Who Remain __

Eliane Raheb

Avrabic with English subtitles

In a complex geo-political spot in
North Lebanon, a few kilometers away
from Syria, lives Haykal, a 60 years old
Christian farmer who is struggling to
stay in his land, amidst all sectarian
tensions, fear and hopelessness.

Documentary - Lebanon // 95" - 2017 // oLl - (nailig
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____ Turtles Do Not Die of Old Age

Hind Benchekroun
and Sami Mermer

Arabic with English subtitles

This film celebrates longevity by
introducing us to three colorful
characters, all in their 80s, living in
the North of Morocco. They share

the courage and the pride of working
continuously. Chehma is a former
master fisherman, owner of a boat.
Even though it leaks a little, he dreams
of taking it back to sea. Abdesslam
works as a street musician and his
major objective is to arrange the
marriage of his oldest son. Erradi, an
innkeeper, is proud of his 30 year-old
car and lives like a hermit, surrounded
by an amazing collection of old clocks.
Each in their own way demonstrates
beautifully a strong will to live.

Documentary - Morocco, Canada // 90 - 2010 // 15i8 .ay2all - (nailig
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Land is Political Juubow cLaad yaydll

As we celebrate the first anniversary of the O 17 dsalaiid (dodll (sp83l Jaiai laya
October 17 uprising, we present to you a film Jtaill e cgall bl balal @4 p3ai . Joll

program that highlights the political struggle o o : il ] e |
for and through the Land. What battles are leall o apco ool 3l Go uulid

people leading to preserve their lands and fight egnal)l U‘J‘ dhalaoll U“U‘”‘ o398, (pull
for their rights? What have they achieved? floaan I3lo Spgagan Jal (o Jlaillg
What have they lost? Clgpua I3l

From Lebanon, Palestine, Tunisia, Egypt, clpuallg paog Luigig oubalag ol (o
Sahara and Venezuela, we chose stories Sle A7 ol Il Gial s tla iid

that portray groups of people challenging i 2 “' o Y o }JJ ' “?*'fog
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— Hamada ———— Documentary - Sweden, Norway, Germany // 89’ - 2018 // Liilali agpll iggull - (nadlip

Eloy Dominguez Serén
Avrabic and Spanish with English suktitles

With vitality, humor and unexpected
situations, this film paints an unusual
portrait of a group of young friends
living in a refugee camp in the middle
of the stony Saharan desert.

A minefield and the second largest
military wall in the world separates
this group of friends from their
homeland that they have only heard
about in their parent’s stories. They
are called the Sahrawis and have
been abandoned in this refugee
camp in the middle of a stony desert
ever since Morocco drove them out
of Western Sahara forty years ago.
Trapped somewhere in between life
and death, Sidahmed, Zaara and
Taher refuse to be bothered by it. They
spend their days fixing cars that can't
really take them anywhere, fighting
for political change without response
and together they use the power

of creativity and play to denounce
the reality around them and expand
beyond the borders of the camp.
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Cursed Be The Phosphate —— Documentary - Tunisia // 85

Sami Tlili

Avrabic with English subtitles

On January 5th 2008, a sit-in organised
by a group of unemployed youths in
front of the Town Hall of Redeyef,

in the South West of Tunisia, marks
the beginning of a movement of civil
dissent. Twenty-one years after the «
medical coup d’état » which brought
him to power; General Ben Ali is
confronted by his first popular uprising.
Moudhaffer, Bechir, Adnene,

Leila, Adel or Haroun are teachers,
unemployed, young people in despair.
Some went out on the streets to

shout their wrath, others were there
to support these young people whose
claims they believed to be legitimate. .
They all ended up in an unprecedented
popular movement in the
contemporary history of Tunisia;

the ‘revolt for dignity’, which gave
birth, three years later to the Tunisian
revolution.

It happened in the mining Basin, the
land of phosphate where the equation
is simple and absurd: “Cursed be the
Phosphate that we dig out and goes
to others...”
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___Waves

Ahmed Ismaiel Nour
Avrabic with English subtitles

A hybrid documentary that
combines live action, animation

and experimental footage into a
narrative that explores the unique
characterizations of the Egyptian city
of Suez through the filmmaker's own
story. The plot unfolds in chapters or
waves; each wave depicts a period
of time in his life before and during
the 2011 Egyptian revolution which
sparked first in his home city of Suez.

Hybrid Documentary - Egypt // 72 - 2012 // pao - Gaan ailig

a9°
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______The Wanted 18

Amer Shomali,

Paul Cowan
Arabic with English subtitles

It's 1987 and the Israeli army is in hot
pursuit of eighteen dairy cows in the
town of Beit Sahour, in the Occupied
Palestinian Territories. The cows are
declared a threat to Israel’s national
security after a group of Palestinians
begin producing milk for the town'’s
residents.

These newly minted dairy farmers
have to learn the most basic skills; but
they are determined to be a model

of self-reliance and provide their
community with alternatives to replace
Israeli goods.

The Israeli soldiers find themselves in
a game of cat-and-mouse as residents
of the town work together to shuttle
the cows from barn to barn. The
fugitive cows of Beit Sahour become
legendary and the “intifada milk, "
often distributed under cover of night,
is a part of residents’ daily diet.
Humorous and thought-provoking,
The Wanted 18 shows the power of
mass mobilization and nonviolent
resistance to the Israeli Occupation
during the First Intifada — an era
too-often simplistically depicted with
stone-throwing Palestinian youth
facing armed soldiers.

Documentary/Animation - Palestine, Canada // 75" - 2014 // 1518 . (huuls - &paio pguuy/ nailig
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— The Land —————————— Short Documentary - Lebanon // 2020 - 25' // il - juad (nailio
Mohammad Sabbah

Arabic with English subtitles
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Screening:
Bisri; Pine

Forest Saturday
10 Oct. 5 pm

8dra.a na elall pailo
Film Synopsis in page 8
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—— Once Upon A Time In Venezuela — 1lgjia gu gl b b g8 —

Anabel Rodriguez Rios Documentary - Venezuela // 2020 - 79' // wligjié - nailia oHgl) j2uy9) Jul
Venezuelan with Arabic and English subtitles dyjalSidllg dpell (] payio diligjiall delil jlga

Screening:
Bisri; Pine

Forest Friday 9
Oct - 8pm

6 draun na eluall pailo
Film Synopsis in page 6
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In addition to the 20 Short Films on COVID-19; daliall sball haig duiullg disbaia dl Jiladl b
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help us reimagine the world as we knowv it. " canib] Jidlg
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_____ DEMAIN GENEVE

Documentary - Switzerland // 90" - 2018 // I puuygun - nailig —aua lae

Gregory Chollet,

Elisabete Fernandes
French with English subtitles

This is the story of 4 young people
who got so inspired by the French
documentary “Demain”, and decided
to look for solutions around them.
They started travelling around their
town to meet the amazing people that
already do so much for our future.

Available on Aflamuna.online
15-21 Oct 2020 // In Lebanon only
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_ FRUGALE NATURE

Carole Messmer
French with English subtitles

At a time when society is pushing us
more and more towards consumption,
some individuals are looking for
alternatives.

At the bottom of the Joux valley, in the
Risoud forest, a group goes to meet
the Wild Life. Like an initiatory journey,
out of time, where the notions of
simplicity, living together and harmony
with nature confront each other.

Documentary - Switzerland // 76" - 2019 // |puuguu - (aailig
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Director Videographer Technical Facilities Provided by
Antoine Daher Majd Abboud Council of Environment

Artistic Director
Eliane Raheb

General Coordinators
Farah Fayed
Sandra Sleiman
Ghiwa El Haiby

Film Coordinator

English Translator
Ziad Farran

Film Subtitling
Nidale Mounzer
Sara El Berjawi

Bisri Event Team
Roland Nassour,

Tripoli Film Festival
Beirut DC

Projectionists
Ahmad Kassar
Mohammad Morhabe

Sound Technician
Pierre Antoun

Riham Assi Co-founder of Save the Bisri Valley Volunteers
Press Attaché Amani Beainy, Mounir Ghosn
ress Attaché ; - :
Co-founder of Save the Bisri Valley Elitta Raad

Zeina Sfeir

Social Media Campaign
and TV Spot Director
Mourane Matar

AFLAMUNA Manager
Stephano El Mendelek

Graphic Designer
Hisham Abou Nasr Assaad

Hussein Hajj Chehade, Activist
Abdallah Sabbagh, Activist
Nisrine khattar, Activist
Adham Khattar, Activist
Anwar Hajj Chehade, Activist
Mohammad Hajjar, Activist
Ahmad Abdallah, Activist

Bisri Conference Coordinator
Saada Allaw
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